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Dear Parent/Guardian,

The WordMasters Challenge, a national competition, will be offered again this year to all students in Grades 3-8 through the Sage Department’s classroom integration initiative.  WordMasters encourages growth in vocabulary and verbal reasoning skills.   Students learn to think both analytically and metaphorically using a list of challenging words.  Students then use the words they have studied to solve analogies based on relationships among the words.

· There are three meets per year held at each of our eight elementary schools and three middle schools during December, February, and April.  
· The December meet includes 25 words.  The February meet adds 25 new words for a pool of 50 and the April meet adds another 25 for a pool of 75 words.  
· Word lists are distributed at least three weeks before each meet.  
· Tips about strategies and games that students can use to prepare them for the meet are discussed. 
· Due to the fact that the second and third meets use words from the previous meets, students should create a WordMasters folder so all words can be kept in one location; there will not be a redistribution of previous words studied.  
· All students may participate, but only the scores of the top ten students count officially.  The sum of those top ten scores is Framingham’s team score.  Framingham has two teams enrolled at the elementary level and one team enrolled at the middle school level.  
· Participation does require a commitment to all three meets.  Continued on the back . . . 



After each meet, students' names and scores are reported to WordMasters.   A report revealing the median team score and other statistics for each grade is returned to each participating school district announcing the names of the highest-scoring schools and individuals nationwide.  (These statistics enable Framingham to assess students' achievement, and can also help set realistic goals for the following meets.)   After all three meets, cumulative statistics are published by WordMasters; approximately 100 of the most outstanding schools and about 200 individual students are recognized at this time.  At the end of the year, medals and certificates are awarded within each team to our WordMasters champions.  There will be recognition for all participants.  In last year’s competition, several Framingham students earned national acknowledgement.

We hope that your child is motivated to take part in this exciting and rewarding experience.  Vocabulary development is an important aspect of Framingham’s English and Language Arts curriculum.  We look forward to the implementation of this program in Framingham once again this year and sharing the statistics that result from student participation.  Should a child be absent on the date of a meet, they will be unable to enter that meet, however, it does not prevent a child from entering other meets.   Attached please find a permission slip necessary for student participation and release of name should your child’s score be among top ranking students. Please feel free to contact the Sage Department (508) 626-9134 if you have any questions.

Sincerely, 

The Sage Department Staff
Mrs.  De Romero – Barbieri and Woodrow Wilson
      Mrs. Goldberg – Cameron M.S.           
Mrs. LeBlanc – Dunning and Stapleton       

     Ms. Ritter – Fuller M.S.                                         

Ms. Carey – Hemenway and Potter Rd 

     Mr. Villet – Walsh M.S.
Mrs. Fernandez-Sierra – Brophy and McCarthy
Permission slip is due back to the Sage Mailbox in your School’s main Office

by Friday, September 25 , 2015
Sage Department ~ Word Masters Permission Slip
Student Name:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Grade ______ Homeroom Teacher ________________________School________________________
has my permission to participate in the WordMasters Challenge.  His/her name may be published should he/she place in the top ten scorers of this competition.

Parent/Guardian 
Signature _____________________________________________Date _____________

OPTIONAL: Yes, I would like additional, optional email notifications for WordMasters at this email address, in addition to paper notices:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What are analogies?





The WordMasters Challenge is an analogy-solving contest.  The contest will challenge you to use the words from your list in logical pairs that will look like this:





DUCK: FLY AWAY :: HORSE : ______________


crow/ b. jolt/ c. rumble / d. bolt / e. snatch)





The correct answer is d. bolt!
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