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Teaching and Learning Matters 


























Principal’s Corner	 





Welcome to the first edition of "Teaching and Learning Matters", a Fuller Middle School newsletter designed to share with families’ news from all teams and the many programs that support teaching and learning.  We are planning to publish this newsletter on a bi-monthly basis.  ��I am very excited to be the principal of Fuller Middle School.  It is a caring community rich with diversity, and I believe that diversity is a community’s strength.  I have 23 years of experience in education as a counselor, teacher, dean, assistant principal and interim principal and have worked in middle schools in Maynard, Scituate, Sharon, and Wellesley.  I grew up in Vermont and went to a four room school house that my great-grandfather built.  I felt fortunate to have had excellent teachers who took the time to get to know me as a person, and to �understand and provide what I needed to be a successful, lifelong learner.  


���








Upcoming Events


School Council


11/25 (5:30-7:00)


Fuller PTO


11/25 (7:00-8:00)


Turkey Trot / Pep Rally--11/27 


Thanksgiving Recess


11/28, 11/29


Trimester 1 Report Cards go home


12/10


Winter Break


12/23/13-1/2/14








This past summer, I visited Helsinki and learned about my family’s roots; I was awestruck by the city’s spirit, beauty, design, and cultural richness.  There is a Finnish word - “sisu” - that captures the essence of their national pride and identity.  Sisu loosely translates to “determination and tenacity of purpose.”  The hand-carved wooden Sisu sign in my office serves as a daily reminder of the importance of hard work in a field with many challenges, and ultimately, to persevere on behalf of student learning.  That’s the best part of being an educator. 


I look forward to many years of working collaboratively and inclusively with the Fuller staff, students, and their families to provide a personalized learning experience where every child gets what they need.











  





























hysical Educationonng      tterlaced by investigated each incident,perwork. behavior.ling all of this, two teachers reported abo





“Faith is taking 


the first step even when you don't 


see the whole staircase.”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther_king_jr.html" �Martin Luther King, Jr.�
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and Charles Stever for donating the bagels.  We look forward to seeing you all at the next diner.


On October 11th the Gold Team had the first Bronze Café of the school year.  Student’s made delectable quiches, scrumptious apple cinnamon bread soufflé, sweet and tasty apple crisp, and yummy pumpkin chocolate chip cookies.  It was a HUGE success!!  The Crimson & Gold Teams would like to send a big “thank you” to all the teachers and staff that continue to support our teams.














The Crimson Team is "falling" for Language Arts, Social Studies, Math, and Science. We recently combined our knowledge across the curriculum to complete a creepy October adventure outdoors. We wore socks on our foot and walked outside using a map. We put the socks in a bag and hung them in the window. We are monitoring the socks to see what creepy things will grow and calculating daily growth. The Crimson team just had its first Falcon Diner.  It was a great success. We would like to give a special thanks to Tina Aguiar for donating cupcakes





Crimson/Gold Team News





and deposition.  The students were amazed to learn that the Fuller neighborhood has evidence of ice age glaciers.  In math, students are continuing to challenge themselves, learning new skills and incorporating them into high level problem solving.  As a team, we continue to work on middle school skills such as time management and organization.  


Lime Students have truly adjusted to and embraced the Fuller Middle School culture!  











A variety of exciting things are happening on the Lime Team.  


Members of the Lime Team visited McCarthy first graders and presented a dramatic interpretation of an autumn poem, How the Leaves Came Down.  The students then paired up with first graders to read the poem together.  All Lime Team Students went on a geology expedition through the Fuller neighborhood to Learned’s Pond to investigate geological features created by weathering of rock, erosion





Lime Team News





The Opal Team students have had a fantastic start to the school year. We are truly impressed with how well they have transitioned to 6th grade and have adjusted to the expectations of middle school. Their level of comfort is reflected in the number of Opal Team students who have joined some of the many after school clubs and activities that Fuller has to offer. We have some exciting curricular activities going on as well. Recently, Mr. Keady’s Social Studies class, which is currently studying the





geography of Africa, enjoyed a visit from three Fuller students who are originally from Ghana. During their visit, they shared and discussed their country’s culture, climate, as well as what it has been like to be immersed into American society. Opal students also enjoyed the Walking Science Field Trip to Learned’s Pond. We investigated examples of weathering and erosion with real-life experiences using Framingham resources, landmarks, and landforms.








Opal Team News
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board, Tangerine Team teachers will also be contacting the parents on a weekly basis to describe their student’s achievements.  We hope that by the end of this year, each Tangerine Team student will have displayed a behavior that earns them a Sweet Tangerine Award.  











This fall, the Tangerine Team is debuting the new Sweet Tangerine Awards.  These awards will recognize students who exhibit positive behaviors including good grades, classroom etiquette, peer relationships, effort, etc.  Along with displaying these awards on our Tangerine Team bulletin





Tangerine Team News





Students on the 7th grade Platinum Team have been very busy over these first few months of school!  In math with Ms. Penaloza, students are currently finishing up Unit 1 on operations with rational numbers.  Soon they will move on to Unit 2 where they will be working with expressions and equations.  In science, Mr. Faller has taught our eager students about the animal and plant cells.  They are working on a project which focuses on the cell parts and their functions.  They will be required to write an open response and provide visuals of both cells.  In ELA, Mrs. Joyce, Mrs. St. Peter, and Mr. Santiago have been working with students reading various genres of text and crafting different types of writing related to the theme of Perseverance.  Together in class we read the drama, The Miracle Worker and held many discussions on how Annie Sullivan persevered while trying to teach Helen Keller.  At home, students independently read a novel focusing


on a character struggling to persevere.  





Students are in the midst of writing a compare and contrast essay which focuses on the similarities and differences between the main character of their novel and Annie Sullivan.  Once their essays are complete, we will embark on our long anticipated Argument Unit! With Ms. Virdinlia in social studies, students are continuing with the South America geography unit and currently wrapping up the Amazon Rainforest Conference.  This multifaceted activity involves essential cross-curricular skills including group collaboration, research, note-taking, and argument writing.  The culmination of this project will end in a lively debate as students work together to determine which special interest group should have control of the rainforest. Platinum Team 7th graders are working hard and persevering through challenging curriculum.  As a team, we can all agree we are having a great year so far!








Platinum Team News
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Blue Team Social Studies students just completed a unit on the expansion of the Roman Empire and will begin the unit which explores the rise of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire, next week.  


Language Arts students are in the midst of a unit which explores relevant issues from the Holocaust and how they impact today's society. The memoir, Night, written by Holocaust survivor, Ellie Wiesel, is the text that is guiding students' reflection, writing and discussions.  Rena Finder, a Holocaust survivor who lives in the metrowest area, will be speaking to all of Fuller's 8th grade students about her experiences as a child who was on Schindler's List.


Science students are conducting labs and readings related to the concept of density. One focus is skill 











 labs, finding the density of different materials and deciding if the materials will float or sink.  


In Social Studies, we are discussing the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire.  The students will be writing essays after analyzing primary and secondary sources.  We also compared the problems of the Roman Empire tot the problems facing the United States today.  Finally in Math students are learning about solving many styles of equations using many different methods.  The goal this year is to integrate their math knowledge from grades 6 and 7 into the challenging world of 8th grade.








The Green Team has been so busy this year.  We have a great group of students who are working harder than ever.  In Language Arts, the students are hard at work on their “Hope Endures” unit.  We are in the middle of reading the book Night, by Elie Wiesel and it is a very powerful experience for the students.  We are analyzing the book and writing reflections about it.  We look forward to Rena Finder coming to speak to the students on November 12th.  She is a Holocaust survivor and a powerful and memorable speaker. In Science class, the questions of the day is “How dense can we get?” and students are participating in several





Green Team News





development in writing a complete lab report.


8th grade math students are finishing the unit on solving equations, with a focus on development of the algebraic method of using inverse operations.  The following unit will explore exponents and the ways in which exponent operate when used in multiplication and division.  Algebra students have already completed key units related to solving equations and discrete data and statistics.  From there, they will begin to look at solving inequalities. 


You are always invited to check out our team website, as well as the teachers' individual websites, to see what is happening on the Blue Team!











Blue Team News
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The Aqua Team would like to thank all the parents who attended the Open House on September 18.   It was a wonderful event, where students guided parents through their daily schedule. This is a great start to a year of partnership between parents and students, and we look forward to continuing this collaboration.  Aqua students have spent the first months settling into their routines, and becoming familiar with their teachers and classmates.  Teachers have helped students set academic goals for this year. Students have also finished the fall MAP testing. The Aqua Team teachers are very pleased with the level of perseverance that the students demonstrated throughout the testing period. Students have participated in novel studies, science experiments, and independent reading.  Students are engaged in literacy instruction both at home and at school. They are excited about the books they have chosen to read.  We would like to thank parents for helping students keep track of their reading by signing their reading logs at home.  In addition, last week of three of our students shared part of their Ghanaian culture with students on the Opal Team who are who are studying West Africa.  








Newcomer’s Academy News





The 24 students who have attended the Newcomer Academy ELLs (Grade 6 -8) during Mid Tri 1 have worked on ELD-Content projects on Science, Social Studies and Math. They have also worked on developing their English Language skills. Some examples of the projects completed are: Timelines on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Facts & Opinion Posters on Endangered Animals around the world, Bilingual Projects on Cells, Volcanos and Periodic Table (according to their Grade Level Content). All enrolled students have been assessed with INSIDE Placement Tests and they have participated in the MAP Test for ELA/Reading and Math. 








In ELT students have started working with the Read Naturally Program to develop their reading Fluency in English. Assessments have been conducted to determine their placement in the Aqua Team or NCA according to their WIDA Level or Integrated Teams. Mrs. Clinton, ESL Teacher is the NCA Case Manager.
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All the sixth grade World Language Classes did a wonderful job at the "Around the World in an Hour" night. They researched a Spanish or French country and presented it to parents on November 13th. It was a wonderful turnout and all students should be proud of their hard work.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://marketingbywords.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/aroundtheworld.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Interact Club	


Fuller food drive for the holidays!  Please help us feed the Fuller families in need.  We are asking for non-perishable food donations as well as gift cards from food markets, including Walmart, Target, and BJ's.  We want to be sure that all Fuller families are able to enjoy the Thanksgiving Holiday with their families.  Won't you please do what you can to help?  Donations should be sent in to Ms. Gallagher in room B40 or put in the main office.  Please do what you can by November 19th. Thank you in advance and Happy Thanksgiving!








 On November 27, 2013 we will be having our 7th Fuller Middle School Turkey Trot. There will be a one- mile track set up around the school for students to run and compete against their classmates as well as their rival teams and homerooms. The run will be held at different times throughout the morning according to grade level. A school wide pep rally will follow in the gym. Stay tuned for more info and new additions to this year’s race!


Thank You,


Mr. Gill and Mrs. Columbo














� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://bgms7.edublogs.org/files/2012/11/food_drive-zj6joz.jpeg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











Unified Arts     			World Language














